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 U.S. Department of Interior Approves  
Tlingit & Haida’s First Fee-to-Trust Application

On November 17, 2022, the United States 
Department of Interior (DOI) announced it 
approved Tlingit & Haida’s fee-to-trust application 
to place one of its land parcels into federal trust 
status.
 
This is the second fee-to-trust acquisition in Alaska 
since the passage of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANCSA) of 1971, and the first in 
five years.
 
The fee-to-trust application was submitted in 2009. 
The parcel (Lot 15, Block 5) is located in Juneau, 

Alaska within the historical and cultural area long known as the “Juneau Indian Village.”

“The ability for Alaska tribes to petition for trust land acquisitions maximizes tribal government resources, 
eligibility for federal programs and services, and fosters economic development,” President Richard Chalyee 
Éesh Peterson said. “Alaska tribes have been unfairly left out of the fee-to-trust process up until recently. 
This decision not only reflects a firm commitment by the United States to provide Alaska tribes the same 
opportunities to exercise tribal self-determination as tribes in the Lower 48, but also recognizes the 
importance of rebuilding and restoring tribal homelands.”

Map of Juneau Indian Village identifying Tlingit & Haida property 
as well as restricted and unrestricted lots
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Social media has proven to be a valuable tool for sharing information on 
Tlingit & Haida’s programs, services and activities. The Tribe’s Facebook 
page has grown to over 18,000 followers, Instagram has surpassed 6,100 
followers, and Twitter has 1,500 followers. Tlingit & Haida has also 
recently joined TikTok and has more than 1,800 followers. Check out our 
social media and don’t forget to like, share and follow!

Follow Tlingit & Haida on 
Social Media

Help us congratulate Tribal Child Support 
Unit (TCSU) Manager Gaylteen Janae 
Franklet, who was appointed to serve as 
secretary on the National Association of 
Tribal Child Support Directors (NATCSD)!

Each tribal child support program is unique 
with different procedures and ways of 
operating. A lot can be learned from each 
other and that is why NATCSD serves to 
bring tribal child support program directors 
together. The association helps to build 

relationships and share resources on best practices to ultimately improve 
child support programs and services provided to tribal children and their 
families. 

“I am excited and very honored to serve in this new position. I look 
forward to taking a more active role in being able to support other tribal 
child support agencies,” Gaylteen shared.

Gaylteen first joined Tlingit & Haida’s Tribal Child Support Unit in 2010 
and was promoted to manager in 2019. She is Eagle/Wolf from the 
Yanyeidi Taku tribe and was born and raised in Juneau, Alaska. She is 
the daughter of Judy (Gooxkuwadzee) Franklet (Nelson) and George 
(Gunaaneisti) Franklet and granddaughter of Alice (Koneil) Nelson and 
Chris (Gunaaneisti) Nelson. She graduated from Juneau-Douglas High 
School and the University of Alaska Southeast with an Associate and 
Bachelor degree in Business Management.

Congratulations Janae!

Tribal Child Support Unit Manager 
Appointed to National Board

Atskanée 
Yagiyee 

(Spooky Day)
Snap Shots 

@ccthita @tlingithaida @tlingithaida @tlingit_haida

Janae Franklet
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Kaasei Healing Totem Pole & Screen Dedicated
On October 1, Tlingit & Haida celebrated the unveiling of the 
Kaasei Healing Kootéeya at Twin Lakes in Juneau, Alaska. 
In 2016, AWARE commissioned Tlingit Master Carver Wayne 
Price to create the healing totem pole and Raven and Eagle 
painted screen as a way to recognize and honor people who 
have experienced domestic and sexual violence, as well as 
missing and murdered Indigenous women, their families and 
communities.

“I started healing projects 19 years ago in my own personal 
recovery from alcohol and drugs. It has been my work 
ever since,” Wayne said to the crowd gathered to watch the 
unveiling. 

“Kaasei” means “higher voice” in Lingít and the totem illustrates a story about a mother, daughter and small 
child on their healing path as they overcome domestic violence, sexual assault and child abuse.

The 22-foot totem pole depicts the woman standing atop a box of tears, holding a feather to her heart, which 
symbolizes her voice and empowerment. Below the box are symbols that represent abuse, pain, wounds, fear 
and despair. Above the woman is a sun representing hope and healing and a dove that symbolizes peace sits on 
top of the pole.

Many organizations and individuals surrounded this project with love. The healing totem pole is a testament to 
the strength of our community, the power of love and cultural support, and the intrinsic strength of our people.  

Gunalchéesh, Háw’aa to all who helped to create this beautiful space!

Tlingit & Haida’s tribal enrollment records are showing many tribal citizens with 
an invalid address. A list of tribal citizens with invalid addresses has been posted 
at www.ccthita-nsn.gov/services/enrollment/overview.

Update Your Address Online: 
www.ccthita-nsn.gov/services/overview/forms/form-update-contact 

For questions, contact Program Compliance at 1.800.344.1432 ext. 7144 or enrollment@ccthita-nsn.gov.

Update Your Contact Information Online



4

On November 17, the Department of Commerce’s National 
Telecommunications and Information Administration (NTIA) announced 
an additional 18 grant awards under the Tribal Broadband Connectivity 
Program (TBCP).
 
Tlingit & Haida was awarded nearly $50 million for broadband 
infrastructure development projects and is one of four Alaska tribal entities 
to receive a grant under the new round of funding.
 
Southeast Alaska is home to 33 communities and 20 tribal governments. 
These communities are spread out over 35,138 square miles of land and 
are largely remote with limited road access. This presents a unique set of 
challenges when it comes to broadband deployment and is largely why 
there are huge swaths of unserved territory. 
 
“If you care about advancing our region’s economy, supporting community 

sustainability, and ensuring our children have the educational opportunities they deserve, we all need to stand 
behind closing the digital divide in Southeast Alaska. Access to high-speed broadband is a necessity to everyday 
life and we cannot accept the disparity in access and affordability anymore,” shared President Richard Chalyee 
Éesh Peterson. 

As part of the grant award, Tlingit & Haida will also create a voucher program with existing service providers 
to provide access to affordable qualifying broadband services to 100% of unserved households and discounted 
subscriber rates to households with a income below 150% of the federal poverty annual income threshold.

For the full press release on the grant award, visit www.ccthita-nsn.gov.

Tlingit & Haida Awarded Nearly $50 Million for
 Broadband Infrastructure Development

Kake VPSO Completes Training Academy
Kake Village Public Safety Officer (VPSO) Austin Brady graduated from the 16-
week long Alaska Law Enforcement Training (ALET) course in Sitka, Alaska.

ALET provides instruction on criminal investigation, police procedure, state and 
federal laws, and physical skills.

During the course, students learn how to read and comprehend federal and state 
laws, how to use their senses and demonstrate sound reasoning and judgement 
and ways to communicate effectively, both orally and in writing.

They have two hours of physical conditioning every weekday morning, including 
swimming, running, weight training and cross training. Upon completing the 
course, students must be able to do 32 pushups, 32 sit-ups in one minute and 
run 1.5 miles in under 14 ½ minutes.

Congratulations to VPSO Brady for finishing this training so he can better serve the community of Kake!

VPSO Austin Brady stands for a photo 
following ALET graduation ceremony
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Mark Your Calendars
December Events
 3: Haida Heritage Holiday Dinner – Seattle, WA
 7-9: ICWA Workshop – Juneau, AK
 8-9: Executive Council Meeting – Juneau, AK
 9: Tlingit & Haida Holiday Staff Party – Juneau, AK
 10: I toowu Klatseen Fun Run – Juneau, AK
 14:16: Enrollment Committee Meeting – Juneau, AK
 24: Christmas Eve
 25: Christmas Day
 26: Christmas Day Observed (Offices Closed)
 27-31: Smoke Signals Fireworks Sale – Juneau, AK
 29: Elders New Year’s Dance – Juneau, AK

January Events
 1: New Year’s Day
 2: New Year’s Day Observed (Offices Closed)
 2-6: Kúng Kíityatl’a’aa Youth Day Culture Camp – Juneau AK
 4-6:  State/Tribal Opioid Conference – Anchorage, AK
 7:  Reentry & Recovery Healing Dip – Juneau AK
 9-12:  State/Tribal Opioid Conference – Anchorage, AK
 16: Martin Luther King Day (Offices Closed)
 17: Alaska State Legislature Regular Session Begins 
 19-20: Executive Council Meeting – Seattle, WA

 February Events
 2-4: 3rd Annual Youth Summit – Juneau, AK
 8-10: Enrollment Committee Meeting – Juneau, AK
 16: Elizabeth Peratrovich Day 
 17: Elizabeth Peratrovich Day Observed (Offices Closed)
 20: Washington’s Birthday (Offices Closed) 

Seekweit 
Presented Award

On October 20, President Richard 
Chalyee Éesh Peterson presented 
Seekweit, David Light, with the 
Delegate/Citizen of the Year award 
in Anchorage, Alaska. 

Seekweit is of the Gaanaxteidi 
clan and has a long history with 
the Alaska Native Brotherhood 
(ANB) and Tlingit & Haida. He 
first joined the ANB in 1948 in 
his home community of Haines, 
Alaska and helped build the 
Haines ANB Camp 5 Hall and 
rebuild the Klukwan ANB Hall. 

Seekweit humbly shared during 
the award presentation, “The way 
you get things done is to just do it 
and don’t ever expect anything in 
return. You do it because you care 
and want to help your people.”

Seekweit previously served as the 
President of the Haines Tlingit 
& Haida Community Council 
and ANB Camp 5. Following the 
Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act of 1971, he helped tribal 
citizens apply to be shareholders of 
village corporations. 

He also documented the history of 
the ANB Camp 5 and published, 
“Brothers in Harmony, the Haines 
Alaska Native Brotherhood 
Founders.” 

Save-the-Date
88th Annual Tribal Assembly

April 19-21, 2023
Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall • Juneau, Alaska

For questions regarding the 88th Annual Tribal Assembly, contact:

Office of the President
PO Box 25500 • Juneau AK 99802

Toll Free: 1.800.344.1432 ext. 7306 • Direct: 907.463.7306
Email: TribalAssembly@ccthita-nsn.gov
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Tlingit & Haida was awarded 
nearly $2 million from the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 
to regionally expand the Tribe’s 
greenhouse program.
 
With the federal funding, 
Tlingit & Haida will launch 
a Regional Community 
Greenhouse program to create 
enhanced food security and food 
sovereignty for tribal citizens.
 
In 2019, Tlingit & Haida adopted a Climate Change Adaptation plan, 
and created a second plan in 2021. The plan notes there are specific 
risks that climate change poses to food security in Southeast Alaska 
communities, including the disruption of harvesting traditional foods 
and an increased cost or lack of imported foods due to supply chain 
issues.
 
Last year, Tlingit & Haida’s Native Lands and Resources Division 
successfully grew 30 varieties of food in the new greenhouse, Taay 
Hít (Garden House), located behind the Edward K. Thomas building in 
Juneau, Alaska. The initial project was funded by the BIA and Native 
American Agriculture Fund (NAAF).
 
Natural Resource Specialist Kenneth Weitzel wrote the grant to expand 
greenhouses in Southeast Alaska with the Regional Community 
Greenhouse project. He said Tlingit & Haida will work with other 
federally-recognized tribes that have environmental programs to create 
greenhouse projects in three communities outside of Juneau. The goal is 
to increase food security by bringing fresh produce to about 500 people 
in each community.
 
“With the lessons we learned, we’re hoping to spread and grow the 
greenhouse program in new locations,” Weitzel said. “Local foods are 
healthier because they haven’t been processed and shipped. Local foods 
are a mitigation to all of our economic lows like climate change, a 
pandemic and supply chain issues.”

The BIA’s Branch of Tribal Climate Resilience program issued grants 
nationwide, totaling $45 million. Altogether, the 124 awards will support 
76 tribes and 8 tribal organizations. The list includes climate-related 
projects around Alaska, like erosion control in Akiak and Golovin and 
permafrost assessments in Kipnuk and Tuntutuliak.

 
Food Security • Sustainability • Sovereignty

BIA Awards Grant to Expand 
Greenhouse Program

Lingít Learning 
Lunches 
Continue 

Join Tlingit & Haida via Zoom 
starting January 10, 2023 for 
the second part of our free Lingít 
language class for beginners. The 
class is hosted by Lingít Language 
Scholars Neelaatughaa Anna 
Clock and Shaax’saani kéek’ 
Shirley Kendall.

Participants will learn language 
structure, conversational skills, 
phonetics, vocabulary, word 
formation and grammatical 
structure.

The virtual class is intended for 
beginners, but language learners 
of all levels are welcome to join.

The language class will be held 
every Tuesday, Thursday and 
Friday from 12 PM to 1 PM.

Register Online:
tinyurl.com/lingitlanguageclass

When We Know Our 
Language, We Know 

Who We Are

Lindsey Pierce (left) and Cer Scott (right) harvest 
vegetables from the Taay Hít greenhouse
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Tlingit & Haida Donates to Western Alaska 
Tlingit & Haida’s Executive Council approved a $10,000 donation 
to support relief efforts after devastating storms in Western 
Alaska. 

The remnants of Pacific Typhoon Merbok impacted about 1,000 
miles of Western Alaska coastline. Strong winds and flooding 
destroyed dozens of home and cabins in about 40 communities 
including Nome, Golovin and Hooper Bay. Alaska Governor 
Mike Dunleavy issued a federal disaster declaration to get more 
recovery funds to the area.

Tlingit & Haida President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson and the 
Executive Council agreed it was crucial to give aid to the communities and unanimously approved the donation.

“Our communities are on the front lines of climate change. We are seeing unprecedented times, changing 
weather patterns, coastal erosion, and impacts on our ways of life,” President Peterson said. “Our ancestors set 
the precedent that we hold each other up through hard times. Our hearts go out to our relatives in Western 
Alaska. Tlingit & Haida is holding you up during this difficult time. Yee gu.aa yáx x’wán (be strong, hang in 
there).”

Tlingit & Haida also sponsored a winter clothing drive to support Western Alaska communities. Over 50 totes 
and 44 boxes of winter items were donated to be shipped to impacted communities.

Tlingit & Haida is honored to partner again with Allen Marine, one of 
Alaska’s largest Indigenous-owned companies, with a focus on sustainability, 
resource protection, and authentic representation.

Smokehouse Catering, a business enterprise of Tlingit & Haida, provided 
gourmet catered meals for Allen Marine cruises in 2022 and has renewed its 
partnership with Allen Marine to provide catering in 2023.

“We are excited to again be a part of Allen Marine’s excursions that happen 
on our ancestral land,” said President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson.

Allen Marine has been “cruising the pristine waters of the Inside Passage” 
for more than 50 years, with tours operated out of Juneau, Sitka, Ketchikan and Yakutat.

The company is owned by tribal citizen Jamey Cagle (Tlingit). He shared, “We’re proud to team up with Tlingit & 
Haida as we continue our corporate focus on sustainability. It’s great to see this partnership ultimately goes back to 
and benefits the people of Southeast Alaska.”

Money generated from the contract with Allen Marine will be used to employ and provide important culinary 
training opportunities to Smokehouse Catering staff, in addition to supporting the bi-monthly Elders lunch 
program at the Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall. 

To learn more about Smokehouse Catering, visit www.smokehousecateringak.com.

Catering Contract Renewed with Allen Marine

Storm damage from Typhoon Merbok

Shrimp cocktail prepared by Smokehouse 
Catering aboard a Allen Marine vessel
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White House Tribal Nations Summit
President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson attended the 2022 
White House Tribal Nations Summit hosted by the United 
States Department of Interior (DOI) in Washington D.C. 

Each year, the summit brings tribal leaders together to meet 
with the Administration to build on progress made toward 
strengthening nation-to-nation relationships, as well as the 
commitment to continue to advance dialogue on important 
issues facing tribal communities. 

During the summit, United States President Joe Biden, Vice 
President Kamala Harris, Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland 

and members of the cabinet addressed tribal leaders and made announcements on implementations of key 
policy initiatives supporting tribal communities.

President Peterson also had the honor of participating on the Tribal Homeland Initiatives panel with 
Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland, Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Michael Regan, and Chairman Manuel Heart of the Ute Mountain tribe.

During the panel discussion, he talked about Tlingit & Haida’s first fee-to-trust application that was recently 
approved by the DOI. “For us in Alaska it’s an incredible move forward. All we’ve wanted is parity with our 
Lower 48 brother and sister tribes,” President Peterson said.  

Alaska currently only has one designated reservation in Metlakatla. President Peterson said the fee-to-trust 
process means designating more “Indian Country” in Alaska. 

“It’s about self-determination. If we’re a sovereign tribe, we deserve the right to put those lands into trust,” 
he said. 

President Peterson also discussed co-stewardship of lands and resources and the importance of having 
Indigenous voices included in policy making. 

“We need to be at the table and managing it. It’s our experience and knowledge that will guarantee these 
resources will be here for another millennia.” 

To watch a recording of the White House Tribal Nations Summit, including the Tribal Homeland Initiatives 
panel discussion, visit the Department of the Interior’s YouTube channel at www.youtube.com/usinterior.

Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland with 
President Peterson

United States President Joe Biden with 
President Peterson

President Peterson participating with others on the 
Tribal Homeland Initiatives panel
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Tlingit & Haida’s Second Vice President Rob 
Sanderson Jr. attended the North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council (NPFMC) 
meetings in October and December. Below is 
his report on the NPFMC meetings:

On October 11, the NPFMC unanimously 
voted to add a tribal seat on their advisory 
panel. This is a huge win for Indigenous 
people all over Alaska and the first step 
of many needed to ensure Alaskan Native 
voices are heard and seriously considered in 

decisions relating to federally managed fisheries. We also need to make 
sure there is tribal representation not just on the advisory panel, but also 
on NPFMC and the State of Alaska’s Board of Fisheries and Board of Game.

Háw’aa to Melissa Maktuayaq Johnson, Nome Eskimo Community tribal 
member and member of the advisory panel, for putting forth the motion 
to add this seat to the advisory panel. I am especially grateful to those who 
took the time to testify, including Ketchikan Tlingit & Haida Delegate and 
former Emerging Leader Keenan Sanderson, Ketchikan Indian Community 
Tribal Council member Marcie Haynes, Organized Village of Kake 
President Joel Jackson, and tribal citizen and former Emerging Leader 
Shawaan Jackson-Gamble. Your comments and efforts to advocate for this 
position was critical. 

The NPFMC has now opened nominations to fill the designated Alaska 
Native tribal seat on its advisory panel. The nomination period will close 
on February 3, 2023. 

During the December meeting, 
the NPFMC unanimously 
passed a motion to modify 
chum salmon bycatch 
management measures in the 
Bering Sea Pollock fishery. 
Over 40 people provided oral 
testimony and 146 submitted 
written comments. The Salmon 
Bycatch Committee will develop recommendations for potential regulatory 
and non-regulatory chum salmon bycatch management measures, 
including a cap. 

This decision is an important step toward the protection of our salmon and 
way of life and it is important we continue to show up to these meetings to 
demand action when we see our communities being impacted. 

Executive Council Update
Victory for Alaska Tribes at North Pacific 
Fisheries Management Council Meetings

Subscribe to 
Receive Job 

Announcements

Tlingit & Haida is committed to 
providing a workplace grounded in 
our tribal values and believes each 
employee contributes directly to 
the Tribe’s success. That’s why the 
Tribe provides competitive wages, 
an array of employee benefits, and 
educational opportunities to help 
our employees achieve their career 
goals.

Be the first to receive email notices 
of new employment opportunities 
announced by Tlingit & Haida’s 
Human Resources department!

Subscribe to Receive Job 
Announcements:

www.tinyurl.com/JobSubscribe

Here are just some of the employee 
benefits Tlingit & Haida offers:

 � 16 Paid Holidays
 � Generous 401(k) & Roth 

Retirement Plans
 � Life Insurance
 � Health & Dental Insurance
 � 15% AT&T Cell Phone Discount
 � University Tuition & Fees 

Assistance
 � $30/Month for Health Club 

Memberships

Vice President Rob Sanderson Jr.

Vice President Sanderson stands with other tribal 
leaders who attended the NPFMC meeting
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Tlingit & Haida received 
notice from the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs that proposed 
amendments to the Tribe’s 
Public Law (PL) 102-477 
five-year plan have been 
approved.

The amendments will allow 
Tlingit & Haida to use its 
Community Service Block 
Grant (CSBG) funding to 
sponsor specific events at 
the Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall in Juneau, Alaska. These events include hot 
meals for tribal citizen Elders in addition to funerals, Forty Day Parties, 
and Ku.éex’ for tribal citizens who are income eligible.

“The PL 102-477 is really proving to be a great tool that gives us 
the flexibility to better serve our people and more efficiently deliver 
services,” shared President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson. “This 
amendment not only expands our support services to our Elders in 
Juneau, but gives us the ability to dedicate our Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall 
as a space for cultural events and to tribal citizens in their greatest time 
of need.”

The CSBG funding included in the Tribe’s PL 102-477 plan aims to 
support a wide variety of activities that assist families and individuals 
who are low-income or experiencing homelessness in Juneau. 

The funds will be managed by Business & Economic Development 
Director Janice Hotch who shared, “In a time when funeral costs are 
rising and becoming a barrier for our people to put their family members 
to rest, we are honored to be able to roll out this new program.”

Tlingit & Haida’s Business & Economic Development department will 
develop the application process and eligibility requirements to offer the 
Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall to tribal citizens who are looking for venue 
space for funerals and traditional events. An announcement will be made 
once the new program has launched.

In 2017, Congress passed the Indian Employment, Training and Related 
Services Consolidation Act, which made the PL 102-477 demonstration 
project permanent. Under this law, tribes and Alaska Native entities 
can integrate federal funding for employment, education and training-
related services into a single plan, program and budget which improves 
efficiency in services and allows more program dollars to go directly into 
support services. Tlingit & Haida’s PL 102-477 plan consolidates several 
federal funding sources.

Tlingit & Haida’s Public Law 
102-477 Plan Amended

Exterior of the Andrew Hope Building which houses  
the Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall

Our Reentry & Recovery non-
congregate sheltering program is 
about giving people the second 
chance they deserve. 

Tlingit & Haida currently operates 
two male non-congregate shelters 
in Juneau, Alaska with a female 
non-congregate shelter to open in 
2023.

The program focuses on assisting 
individuals who are returning 
from incarceration or residential 
treatment and in active recovery. 

Cultural and peer-supported 
programming, employment 
and training opportunities, and 
intensive case management are 
provided. 

Residents can be housed for up 
to two years and are expected to 
pay rent and any other financial 
obligations.

Referrals are currently being 
accepted from agencies as well 
as individuals. To learn more, 
contact our Reentry & Recovery 
department at 907.463.7366 or 
reentry&recovery@ccthita-nsn.gov. 

Non-Congregate 
Sheltering 
Program
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President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson and several Executive Council members traveled to Anchorage, Alaska 
in October to attend the 2022 Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN) Convention. The week of the convention was 
filled with many activities, including a Southeast Alaska AFN reception co-hosted in partnership with Sealaska. 

Southeast Alaska Caucus 
The Southeast Alaska caucus met on October 21st and is comprised of delegates 
representing Southeast Alaska tribes and corporations During the caucus, 
delegates unanimously reelected tribal citizen Gloria Burns of Ketchikan to 
serve as the Southeast Alaska regional village representative, elected James Hart 
of Haines to serve as alternate, and supported the reelection of Joe Nelson of 
Yakutat to the AFN Co-Chair seat.

During the caucus, delegates reviewed 25 resolutions with 23 resolutions 
supported unanimously with no recommended changes and two resolutions 
(22-2 and 22-21) were discussed further. 

With Vice President Rob Sanderson Jr.’s call for support, delegates also 
unanimously supported the nomination of tribal citizen and former Emerging Leader Shawaan Jackson-Gamble 
to fill the new tribal seat on the North Pacific Fisheries Management Commission’s advisory panel.  

Gin’tith (Richard Frank) Military Service Award
Tribal citizen Nathaniel (Saaduuts) Mitchell received the Gin’tith 
(Richard Frank) Military Service award which recognizes an 
Alaska Native who demonstrates a strong commitment and 
willingness to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces in the defense of the 
United States of America. 

Due to recently being promoted to Command Master Chief, 
Saaduuts was not able to attend the awards ceremony, however, 
his family was able to accept the award on his behalf. Saaduuts 
joined the U.S. Navy in 1997 and has been on 14 deployments. 
In his 24 years of service, he has received numerous awards and 
commendations. 

Saaduuts is from the Yahkw ‘Láanaas (Raven/Shark) clan. His family is from Hydaburg, Klawock, and 
Chistochina, Alaska. He was born in Anchorage and is the son of Sandra Demmert (Haida/Tlingit) and Kenneth 
Johnson (Ahtna), grandson of Frances and Franklin Demmert and Irene Johnson, and brother to Tlingit & Haida 
Juneau Delegate Barbara (‘Wáahlaal Gíidaak) Blake. 

AFN Convention Week Highlights

James Hart and Gloria Burns

Nathaniel (Saaduuts) Mitchell’s family poses for a group 
photo following AFN awards ceremony



12

Veterans Day Ceremony

On November 11, the Southeast Alaska Native Veterans Association held a Veterans Day ceremony at the 
Elizabeth Peratrovich Hall in Juneau, Alaska. 

Tlingit & Haida’s First Vice President Jackie Pata provided opening remarks on behalf of Tlingit & Haida at the 
ceremony. “We always say noble people, self-respecting people. We say that in our language as we open up. I 
can’t think of a better crowd to say that in front of today,” shared Vice President Pata.

The keynote speaker this year was retired Army Major General Richard Mustion who served over 34 years in 
the military. His keynote highlighted that Indigenous people have the highest record of service per capita when 
compared to other groups. 

The courage these Veterans have shown to protect this country as members of our Armed Forces and the 
sacrifices they have made for their families and communities is profound and we thank them for their service.

New Logistics Operation Launches

Group photo of Veterans at Veterans Day ceremony

T&H Logistics is Tlingit & Haida’s newest business enterprise. 
The freight logistics operation has experienced operators who 
understand the complexities of living in Southeast Alaska, and are 
ready to provide freight solutions and fill service gaps throughout 
the region. 

We have all felt the burden of inflation and soaring freight 
prices, but none have felt it as much as rural Southeast Alaska 
communities. That’s why T&H Logistics offers competitive pricing 
and alternative options to existing expensive and limited freight 
services.

With the right equipment, years of experience, and CDL Class A drivers, T&H Logistics is ready to help with 
freight logistics, forwarding and delivery solutions and is one of the only companies in Juneau that can arrange 
door-to-door service.

Learn more about how T&H Logistics can help by visiting https://thlogisticsak.com.
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Gumboots Go! is Tlingit & Haida’s 
educational YouTube
children’s series produced in 
collaboration with Cedar
Group. The children’s docuseries 
creates online learning
opportunities for children while 
celebrating our Tlingit,
Haida and Tsimshian cultures.

A new episode on Native Youth 
Olympics with coach Kyle Worl 
premiered at Tlingit & Haida’s 
Native American Hertiage Month 
luncheon in November.

Episodes Coming Soon:
 � Native Youth Olympics
 � Subsistence Gathering
 � Newspaper Style Fish
 � Fish Cleaning
 � Dry Fish
 � Stinkhead
 � Gumboots & Seaweed
 � Beach Greens
 � Indian Cheese
 � Herring Eggs
 � Fireweed Honey

To watch all available Gumboots 
Go! episodes, visit our YouTube 
channel at www.youtube.com/@
gumbootsgo6978.

Erinn Adkins-Franks was promoted to 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Manager. 
In this role, she will oversee the budget, 
project administration and reporting of the 
Tribe’s ARPA funding. 

She first joined Tlingit & Haida in 2021 and 
previously served as Rescue Relief Household 
Program Coordinator.

Erinn is Eagle Brown Bear and her family 
originates from Ketchikan and Sitka, Alaska. 
She works remotely out of Eagle River, Alaska 

where she resides with her partner and daughter. 

Daniel Woods has been hired as the Tribe’s 
Wildland Fire Manager

Daniel will oversee Tlingit & Haida’s first ever 
Wildland Fire Crew that will have a Alaska 
Native Superintendent and Crew Boss.

When he graduated from the small Yukon 
River community of Rampart in the early 
2000s, Daniel was part of the Denali Hotspots, 
one of Alaska’s only Native-led firefighting 
teams. His experience led him to the work he’s 
doing today and is a reason he’s passionate 
about creating job opportunities for tribal citizens.

Erinn Adkins-Franks

Daniel Woods

Tlingit & Haida Welcomes  
New Managers

Kuatoong Waughnita James-Elton has been 
promoted and will oversee the development 
and management of the Little Eagles and 
Ravens Nest (LEARN) Child Care Center. 

Waughnita is Tlingit, Flilipina and Hawaiian. 
She is Kaagwaantan, Eagle Wolf, from the 
Wolf House.

She’s been working in the child care industry 
for more than 20 years. Waughnita has been 
with LEARN for three years, starting as a 
teacher aide before becoming a lead teacher. 

In her new role, Waughnita will support child care providers, families 
and children in a way that aligns with our tribal values.

Waughnita James-Elton

Gumboots Go! 
Harvest Series 
Coming Soon



14

Tlingit & Haida continues to launch new Community-Directed 
Supplemental Relief programs based on recommendations received from 
Delegates & local Tlingit & Haida Community Councils. The programs 
are intended to provide relief assistance to tribal citizens who have 
experienced economic hardship as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.

There are currently 18 Community-Directed Relief programs open and 
accepting applications. Please note, some programs have application 
limits. To be eligible to apply, you must be enrolled with Tlingit & Haida 
and on the current voting list for the community.

Anchorage
 � Utility Relief: $150 per 

Household
 � Food Relief: $500 per 

Household 
 � Food Relief 2.0: $500 per 

Household 

Angoon
 � General Relief: $750 per 

Resident & Non-Resident Tribal 
Citizen 

Haines
 � General Relief 2.0: $200 per 

Resident & Non-Resident 
Household

Juneau 
 � General Relief: $500 per 

Resident & Non-Resident 
Household

 � Elder Relief: Resident & Non-
Resident Tribal Citizen Elder

Kake
 � Household Relief 2.0: $1,000 

per Resident Household 

Ketchikan
 � General Relief: $500 per 

Resident & Non-Resident Tribal 
Citizen

Klawock
 � Household Relief: $1,000 per 

Resident & Non-Resident Tribal 
Citizen 18 Years of Age & Older

Petersbug
• General Relief: $200 per 

Resident Household

Seattle
 � Elders Relief: $200 per Resident 

& Non-Resident Tribal Citizen
 � General Relief: $500 per 

Resident & Non-Resident 
Household

 � Veterans Relief: $250 per 
Resident & Non-Resident Tribal 
Citizen

Sitka
 � Burial Expense Relief: $1,000 

per Resident & Non-Resident 
Household

Wrangell
 � General Relief 2.0: $750 per 

Resident Household or $200 per 
Non-Resident Household

Yakutat
 � General Relief: $500 per 

Resident & Non-Resident Tribal 
Citizen

Apply Online:
www.tinyurl.com/CommunityRescuePrograms

If you need assistance completing your application, please call 
1.800.344.1432 ext. 7794 or 907.463.7794 to schedule an appointment.

Tribal Court 
Public Notice 
on In-Person 

Hearings

Tlingit & Haida’s Tribal Court has 
provided public notice all parties, 
who are located in Juneau, Alaska 
and scheduled for hearings, are 
required to be present in the court 
room starting January 2023. 

The Tribal Court has subject 
matter jurisdiction over a large 
range of civil and criminal 
issues including adoptions, child 
custody, child support, divorce, 
domestic violence, guardianship, 
marriage, and paternity. 

The calendar for upcoming Trial 
and Appellate Court hearings 
is routinely updated and can 
be found on Tlingit & Haida’s 
website at www.ccthita-nsn.gov/
government/court. Scheduled 
hearing times and dates are 
subject to change. 

For questions regarding Tribal 
Court, please call 907.463.7165 
or email cclerk@ccthita-nsn.gov.

Seeking Justice through 
Our Tribal Values

Community-Directed Supplemental 
Relief Programs
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Fee-to-Trust Application

Tribes Urge U.S. Administration to Protect 
International Salmon Rivers

Under federal trust status, Tlingit & Haida’s land parcels cannot be sold, alienated or transferred without federal 
approval.

Federally recognized tribes can apply for land into trust by petitioning the Secretary of the Interior to take the 
land into trust specifically for the benefit of the tribe and its tribal citizens. The land must qualify under federal 
Indian laws, historic preservation and environmental laws.

President Peterson said he commended Secretary of Interior Deb Haaland for her unwavering commitment to 
the restoration of tribal homelands and Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Bryan Newland for all the hard 
work that led to the decision to approve Tlingit & Haida’s fee-to-trust application.
 
“I also want to express my deep gratitude to former Tlingit & Haida President William Martin, who initiated the 
Tribe’s first fee-to-trust applications under his leadership, as well as Native Lands & Resources Division Director 
Desiree Duncan, General Counsel Madeline Soboleff Levy and outside legal counsel Phil Baker-Shenk for 
shepherding this process,” President Peterson shared.

Tlingit & Haida still has several fee-to-trust applications pending. Many of these parcels were once held subject 
to a restriction that prevented their alienation or taxation. When Tlingit & Haida purchased these parcels from 
tribal citizens, the Bureau of Indian Affairs terminated the federal restrictions that protected them, and it is the 
Tribe’s priority to restore these protections.

President Richard Chalyee Éesh Peterson, along with tribal leaders representing Ketchikan Indian Community, 
Organized Village of Saxman, Organized Village of Kasaan, and Organized Village of Kake, met with United 
States Department of the Interior (DOI) Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Bryan Newland and Solicitor 
Bob Anderson in Washington D.C. to provide an update on ways the Biden Administration’s commitment to 
Indigenous rights is threatened by poorly regulated gold, copper and coal mining in British Columbia.
 
“Canada’s mining in our shared rivers is one of the biggest threats to our wild salmon and our Indigenous way 
of life,” President Peterson said.
 
British Columbia has more than 30 large-scale gold and copper mines in advanced stages of exploration, 
development, and operation or are already abandoned and contaminating the headwaters of the the Taku 
(T’aaku ), Stikine (Shtax’héen) and Unuk (Joonáx) Rivers.
 
On December 9, Tlingit & Haida’s Executive Council unanimously adopted a resolution (EC 22-68) urging the 
U.S. government to pause permitting, exploration, development, and expansion of Canadian mines along shared 
Alaska-British Columbia salmon rivers until a binding international agreement on watershed protections can be 
developed and implemented consistent with the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. 

“As sovereign nations, tribes in Southeast Alaska have an inherent right to protect and manage our watersheds,” 
President Peterson said. “Our way of life depends on the health of our transboundary waters and we will not 
stop until we can ensure the environmental security and stability of our rivers and communities.” 

To read the full press release, visit www.ccthita-nsn.gov/info/press.



Preserve our sovereignty, enhance our economic and cultural resources, and 
promote self-sufficiency and self-governance for our citizens.
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Tlingit & Haida hosted a three-day workshop in 
December for people who work on Indian Child 
Welfare Act (ICWA) cases. The goal was to give 
service providers, foster parents, attorneys, Alaska 
Office of Children’s Services staff and ICWA 
workers the best culturally-based practices for 
child welfare.

The training centered around improving work to 
reunite families, find family placements and keep 
children safe. The workshop also provided 10.5 
hours of continuing education for attorneys.

Sessions focused on addressing trauma, the Alaska Tribal Child Welfare Compact and an overview of 
Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children (ICPC). Staff from Tlingit & Haida’s Tribal Family & Youth 
Services department also hosted breakout sessions to discuss the Elders program and the services provided by 
the 477 Division like child care assistance, job training, tribal vocational rehabilitation, home weatherization, 
and subsidized employment.

Tlingit & Haida partnered with Cook Inlet Tribal Council, Association of Village Council Presidents and 
several other tribes from around Southeast Alaska. The workshop would not be possible without support 
from the Alaska Native Justice Center, Alaska Office of Children’s Services, Casey Family Programs, and the 
Alaska Center for Resource Families.

ICWA Workshop Held

ICWA workshop attendees


