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Arias Yawdunéi Hoyle is Tlingit from the Gaanaxteidí 
clan from Klukwan, Alaska. He was born and raised 
in Juneau, Alaska by his parents Veronica and Mike 
Hoyle. Growing up, Arias would speak Tlingit with 
his great-grandmother Helen Sarabia and it sparked 
an interest in his culture and his drive to share that 
culture with others. 

Arias has been instrumental in a growing cultural 
youth movement in Juneau and around the state of 
Alaska. As an up and coming rapper, he played a 
key role in the Native Connections Grant and Tribal 

Family & Youth Services department sponsored release of two music videos 
in 2018. The first release, “Ixsixán Ax Kwaan (I Love You My People)”, 
showcased Arias’ rapping skills in both English and Tlingit and was a viral 
phenomenon. The second music video, "Zibit", 
further displayed his love for his people as 
well as his ability to inspire his peers as they 
co-created a world that put Tlingit, Haida, and 
Tsimshian cultures on full, vibrant display. 

Building on his growing wave of leadership, 
in the Fall of 2018 Arias was a vital part in 
integrating a Tlingit language addition to the 
existing Juneau-Douglas High School name; 
Yaada.aat Kalé which means "Beautifully 
Adorned Face", the traditional Tlingit place name 
of the mountain that the high school sits beneath. 
Arias plans to continue expanding his musical 
career, putting Alaska Native musicians on the 
map and working hard in all he does on behalf of 
tribal youth everywhere. 

The Emerging Leader 
award recognizes a 

tribal citizen youth who 
demonstrates leadership 

and commitment to 
community wellness 

and the socio-economic 
wellbeing of 

indigenous peoples.
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