
Millie Schoonover
Tribal Hostess

Millie Schoonover is the daughter of Elwood and Helen Thomas and 
granddaughter of Sam and Bessie Thomas.  She is of the Eagle/Wolf 
clan and carries three Tlingit names. 

Millie has lived in Craig, Alaska most of her life and has fond 
memories of growing up there. She remembers the old boardwalks 
in town, tons of snow in the winter and life when there was no 
television or electronics. Back then, you entertained yourself by 
visiting, telling stories and sharing a cup of Hudson bay tea and 
freshly baked bread. Her knowledge of how her grandparents and 
the whole clan lived in one large clan house and moved from camp 
to camp to trap, hunt, fish and gather traditional foods is remarkable 
and refreshing.

Millie’s political career started at the age of 13 when she joined the Alaska Native Sisterhood 
(ANS). It was then that she realized she wanted to make a difference in her community and 
the lives of her people and by the age of 18 she was elected ANS Grand Camp President. She 
is proud of the ANS which continues to raise money that funds scholarships for graduates and 
assists those in need.

From there, her political career snowballed. She served as the tribal president of the Craig Tribal 
Association for 17 years, 20 years as a council member for the City of Craig, on the SouthEast 
Alaska Regional Health Consortium’s (SEARHC) board of directors, Shaan Seet President and 
board member, Tlingit & Haida Craig Delegate and Executive Council Vice President, and 
countless committees and advisory boards. Her greatest accomplishment though was to be 
elected as the first Native woman mayor of Craig in 2009.

Although she has retired as a Tlingit & Haida Delegate, she continues to work on behalf of our 
people and currently serves on the council for the City of Craig, tribal council for Craig Tribal 
Association and Prince of Wales Community Advisory Council as chair.

Millie’s philosophy is tried and true, “treat everyone you meet with respect and it will come 
back to you. Without respect, we are nothing.” Millie carries herself with grace and dignity, has a 
humble spirit and truly cares for others.


